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the production of autoantibodies that bind to nucleic acid and non-nucleic acid antigens and cause lupus nephritis, a progressive form of renal dysfunction. Lupus nephritis can be very difficult to diagnose and treat, requiring an interdisciplinary approach. Nephrology and rheumatology experts regularly work together to care for
patients, but cross-communication and cooperation are frequently limited. Much of this lack of communication lies in the physicians' heuristic responses to their patients, or in the language they use to communicate. That is, physicians and patients hold different conceptions of the cause or "etiology" of disease. These different
conceptions often lead to great difficulty in treating patients. Therefore, one of the more significant challenges for the future is to work to improve physician-patient communication and cooperation, which should facilitate more accurate and better diagnosis and treatment of disease. In particular, the present research program seeks
to improve the diagnosis and treatment of lupus nephritis through the development and validation of instruments that measure attitudes and beliefs of patients and physicians. Specifically, the instruments to be developed in this project are designed to capture the underlying beliefs of physicians that may lead to erroneous
diagnosis and treatment. We propose to develop and validate questionnaire instruments that measure physicians' conceptualization of SLE, and the degree to which physicians and patients perceive a causal relationship between disease and treatments for SLE. The conceptualization instrument will be divided into two independent
components: first, a physician's medical conceptualization of SLE, and second, a physician's belief about the usefulness of SLE treatments. The belief instrument will measure the degree to which physicians perceive a causal relationship between disease and treatments for SLE. Therefore, the objective is to validate and refine
existing conceptualization and belief-related measures, and develop new measures to capture the attitudes and beliefs of physicians. These instruments will be developed in collaboration with specialists who work in the area of SLE research, education and practice. The patient and physician conceptualization and belief instruments
will be developed through an iterative process of item reduction, item 6d1f23a050
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